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Changing Default Programs

Windows gives the ability to controlwhat program will open a particular file type, if you have multiple programs
that could openit. To change the programthat opens a file, perform the following. We will use a PDF document
opening in Chrome as our example, and these settings are from Windows 10, so your scenario may look
different, butthe steps will be very similar. There are three methods to accomplish this.

Method One — Choose By File Type

1. Fromthe Startmenu or search bar, type in ‘file type’ and select the option that comes up.

All Apps Documents Web More ¥
Best match
— O —
a = Choose a default app for each o |
=" type of file o
System settings
Settings Choose a default app for each type of file

_ System settings
:=+ Choose file types and protocols

opened by each app 8
Search the web = open
L file type - Se= web results >

2. Next, scroll through the list and find the filetype you wish to modify, in this case, PDF, and click on the
current program or “Choose a default” option if no programis currently selected.

< Settings

@ Choose default apps by file type

FDE File

pdf zoogle Chrome
Chrome HTML Document
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3. Choosethe programyou wish to use from the list.

Choose an app

AT Microsoft Edge
) g

Recommended for Windows 10

s Firefox

Google Chrome

Look for an app in the Microsoft Store

)
=
)

Method Two — Choose By App

1. Fromthe Start menu or search bar, type in ‘default app” and select the option that comes up.

All Apps Documents  Web More =
Best match
— o—
2. Default apps o
o—T ) -
System settings O =—
Settings

Default apps
i Choose a default app for each type

5 System settings
of file
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2. Scroll tothe bottom and click ‘Set defaults by app’
Default apps

Music player

n Groove Music

Photo viewer

. Photos

Video player

- Movies & TV

Web browser

E Google Chrome

Reset to the Microsoft recommended defaults

Reset

Choose default apps by file type

Choose default apps by protocol

Set defaults by app

3. Scroll through the list, locate the app you wish to control, and click Manage
- Settings

@ Set defaults by app

E Google Chrome

Manage

ﬂ Groove Music
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4. You will see a list of file types the selected appis capable of opening, and the current app that opens
that file type. Adjust as needed.

< Settings

& Google Chrome

File type and protocol associations

Mame

.htm
Chrome HTML Document

html
Chrome HTML Document

pdf
Chrome HTML Document

shiml
Chrome HTML Document

Svg
Microsoft Edge HTML Document

webp
Chrome HTML Document

xht
KXHTML Document

xhtml
K¥HTML Document

FTP
URL:File Transfer Protoco

Default app

Google Chrome

Google Chrome

Google Chrome

Google Chrome

Microsoft Edge

Google Chrome

Internet Explorer

Internet Explorer

Choose a default

DR EBEAa8AA
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Method Three — Choose While OpeningFile

1. Locate a sample file of the type you wish to change. Right-click onit, and select ‘open with’ then

‘Chooseanother app’
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‘ Microsoft Edge

G |mrndina Favnrites intn Chrome 2021 1052071 G-48 ARA Chrome HTML Do...
@ Ou Open Microsoft Word D...
€ ou 7-Zip > | Chrome HTML Do...
@ Re CRC SHA > Microsoft Word D...
€ Rel 1= Share Chrome HTML Do...
@ Sc Open with > @& Firefox
S

€ s B Scan with Bitdefender Endpoint Security Tools & Gimp
@W E Google Chrome
G w Always available offline

Restore previous versions

Send to >

Cut

Copy

2. Select the app fromthe list. To make the change permanent, check the boxto ‘Always use...” at the

bottom

A TAnA4a 4T 04 el =

How do you want to open this file?

Keep using this app

q Google Chrome

" Featured in Windows 10

[l
Microsoft Edge
Open PDFs right in your web browser.

Other options

A

]
=
o

ﬁ Look for an app in the Microsoft Store

0 ays use this app to open .pdf files

OK

Reach out to SmartPath Technologies if you experience any issues.

Choose another app

gsoft Store




